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Synopsis

Ted Hammond loves a good mystery, and in the spring of his fifth-grade year, he’s working on a big
one. How can his school in the little town of Plattsford stay open next year if there are going to be
only five students? Out here on the Great Plains in western Nebraska, everyone understands that if
you lose the school, you lose the town. But the mystery that has Ted’s full attention at the moment
is about that face, the face he sees in the upper window of the Andersons’ house as he rides past
on his paper route. The Andersons moved away two years ago, and their old farmhouse is empty,
boarded up tight. At least it's supposed to be. A shrinking school in a dying town. A face in the
window of an empty house. At first these facts don’t seem to be related. But Ted Hammond learns
that in a very small town, there’s no such thing as an isolated event. And the solution of one mystery

is often the beginning of another.
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Grade 4-64 “Red Prairie Learning Center has only 10 students and is facing possible closing unless
more families move to the small Nebraska town. Ted, the only sixth grader, loves mysteries, so
when he sees a girl’s face at the window of a supposedly abandoned farmhouse, he decides to

investigate. He meets April, who tells him that ever since her dad died in Irag, someone has been



stalking their family. She and her mother and younger brother were heading for a relative’s place out
west when their car broke down. Now they are stranded and are worried about who might be
following them. Ted pledges not to turn the family in and agrees to bring them food and supplies. In
all the mystery stories that he has read, young detectives don’t need interfering grown-ups.
However, this is real life, and he begins to wonder if he can handle the situation on his own. But
whom can he trusta “and what about his promise to keep the fugitives’ secret? The story explores
the potential conflict between promises and duty. There is a good balance of seriousness and
humor with brisk, realistic dialogue and observations. Small black-and-white illustrations emphasize
key points in the plot. Clements’s usual excellent sense of character is evident. Both adults and
young people are multidimensional, with true-to-life emotions and concerns. There is also a strong
message about responsibility and individual courage. The conclusion is unexpected but satisfying,
as both the lost family and the struggling town find hope for the future.a “Elaine E. Knight, Lincoln

Elementary Schools, IL Copyright A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc.

All rights reserved. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Gr. 3-5. In a one-room school in a small Nebraska town, Ted is the lone sixth-grader sandwiched
between four fourth-graders and four eighth-graders. Besides doing his chores on the family farm,
he delivers newspapers, attends 4-H Club meetings, and enjoys reading mystery books. Riding his
paper route one morning, Ted spies a girl’s face in the window of an abandoned farmhouse. He puts
his detective skills to the test as he tries to discover who she is, why she is there, and how he can
help her. Though the mystery element in the plot is relatively mild, the story is strong enough that
readers will want to find out what will become of Ted’s vulnerable new friend. When she entrusts
him with a secret, he must decide how best to honor that trust while helping solve her family’s
dilemma. The convincing, contemporary rural setting is an inextricable element of the novel, which
is illustrated with small black-and-white sketches that enhance the refreshingly innocent tone of the
story. Carolyn PhelanCopyright A© American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text

refers to the Hardcover edition.

Though Andrew Clements’ books--the two that I've read--stop short of being five-star classics for
me, | can’t quite pinpoint what they’re missing. This one, especially, has an engrossing plot, and it
addresses themes of homelessness and veterans’ issues without toeing a political party line or
beating readers over the head. | also found the setting--a tiny Midwestern town on the brink of dying

out in the corporate mega-farm age--refreshingly unexpected. | liked the protagonist and related to



his ethical wrestling, and | appreciated the novel's meta-commentary on the appeal of mystery. So |
think the missing piece is the same as what it was in Frindle. | think | was noticing the absence of
well-developed child characters other than the protagonist. The protagonist of this book does have
one peer his own age, but other than that, he’s surrounded by adults. Clements portrays adults
sensitively and realistically, but given that this is a children’s book, | expected to be reading about

children!

My fourth grader needed to read a mystery book for her school book report. This seemed to fit the
bill as it states there is a "mystery or two" inside this book. It was a great book, however | wouldn’t
consider this book a mystery at all. | liked the themes of the book - we enjoyed reading about what a
one room school looked like as well as discussed why people would be moving away from their
town. The issues facing the family in the book were quite serious but the book handles them in an

age-appropriate manner. I'd give the book 5 stars if it were indeed a true mystery.

One boys curiosity cracks the case as he dares to make a difference in a small town. | would

recommend this to any mystery lover!

Centered on a very engaging sixth grader, this book seems aimed at about the third or fourth grade
level. It isn’t really a mystery, but is more about promises, duty and responsibility. The setting is
realistic, dialogue is sound, motivations and actions make sense. The overall effect is low key and

rather mild, but | would think it would be very satisfying for a younger reader.

| really like how Ted thought like it was a mystery.It was really sad to seeing the family that needed

help and everything.l really liked how it ended.

My 9 years old son loved the book as well as all Clements’ books.

very good book, my grandchildren loved it the type was a little larger and made it faster to read, for

a school report.

Andrew Clements is by far one of the best children’s authors. My students loved his books.

Download to continue reading...

The Greetings from Somewhere Collection: Mysteries Around the World: The Mystery of the Gold


http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/8OkoJ/room-one-a-mystery-or-two.pdf?r=aOp1liVxhY5%2BmEFS0ixaEHVNFiliH4wEJc6G9PfLrmY%3D

Coin; The Mystery of the Mosaic; The Mystery of the Stolen Painting; The Mystery in the Forbidden
City Room One: A Mystery or Two Cooking for One: 365 Recipes For One, Quick and Easy Recipes
(Healthy Cooking for One, Easy Cooking for One, One Pot, One Pan) Two by Two Bassoon Duets
(Faber Edition: Two by Two) A Mystery Bigger Than Big: A Mickey Rangel Mystery / Un misterio
mas grande que grandisimo: Coleccion Mickey Rangel, Detective Privado (Mickey Rangel Mystery /
Coleccion Mickey Rangel, Detective P) A Merry Christmas Wedding Mystery, Georgie Shaw Cozy
Mystery #4 (Georgie Shaw Cozy Mystery Series) House Thinking: A Room-by-Room Look at How
We Live (P.S.) Domino: The Book of Decorating: A Room-by-Room Guide to Creating a Home That
Makes You Happy Bringing it Home - France : Creating the Feeling of France in Your Home Room
by Room The Film Editing Room Handbook, Third Edition: How to Manage the Near Chaos of the
Cutting Room The Upstairs Room (Winner of the Newbery Honor) (The Upstairs Room Series Book
1) The Journey Back: Sequel to the Newbery Honor Book The Upstairs Room (The Upstairs Room
Series 2) Junk Beautiful: Room by Room Makeovers with Junkmarket Style Too Big to Know:
Rethinking Knowledge Now That the Facts Aren’t the Facts, Experts Are Everywhere, and the
Smartest Person in the Room |Is the Room The Big Book of a Miniature House: Create and decorate
a house room by room Pocket Guide to the Operating Room (Pocket Guide to Operating Room)
ONE-TWO-GO Hong Kong: The Ultimate Guide to Hong Kong 2014 (One-Two-Go.com Book 7)
ONE-TWO-GO Barcelona: The Ultimate Guide to Barcelona 2016 with Helpful Maps, Breathtaking
Photos and Insider Advice (One-Two-Go.com Book 18) ONE-TWO-GO Singapore: The Ultimate
Guide to Singapore 2016 with Helpful Maps, Breathtaking Photos and Insider Advice
(One-Two-Go.com Book 8) ONE-TWO-GO Vienna: The Quick Guide to Vienna 2015 with Helpful
Maps, Breathtaking Photos and Insider Advice (One-Two-Go.com Book 16)


https://danyell-gerdis.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://danyell-gerdis.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://danyell-gerdis.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://danyell-gerdis.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

